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, o in the mist

A trip to a Thal national park means elephants and

much, much more, writes Danlelle Teutsch.

lephants mre highly
indelligyni animalks. They
have good memories, they

grieve and they have
moods. 1l also happens that they
are quile particular about their
fuesd, We're at Flephant Hills cmp
in Thalland's Khao Sok national
park, and it feeding time.

And my daughter is amused that
the b and I 1 P R ol
keepn offering to her pachyderm
are being tossed nside.

The sugar cane, however, isn
diflferent story - the slephant
trunk curls deftiy around the
stalks and demolishes them with a
crunch.

My son's elophant, on the other
hasnel, s evney For Uhe semall, seweel
bananms and Lossscs Lhe mygnr eane
to the ground with disdain

This is the “elephant
experience” effered at the camp.

I doesnt involve riding on Uheir
haveks; it's rather mons hands-on.
Aler feeding Lime Uve kids rubthe
elephants’ shin wilh cocomul husks
aned hose themn down, under the
watehful eye of the “mahout™
elephant trainers.

Al a time when ethieal
treatment of elephnnis is in focus -
the week we were in Thalland, »
YouTube video of two leenage
mahouts mistresting a baby
elephant had gone viral - it's gpod
to know the elephants st this camp

are well cared for. They inchade
two-year-old Ha Ha, the baby
elephant born at the cnmp, who
slaym close Lo her mol her, amshe
should - elephant bables drink
their myum's milk for al least three
yoars, and need close nurturing for
five. (Ifyou ever see n baby
elephant on ibs own, on “display™
oo bourists, you need Lo be nmiing
o Berious guesd ions sbool why
it b been separated from its
mather)

The Elephant Hills camp was set

who traditi
come from the Karen hill tribe.
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Thai treat: Th His

We' Mheﬂhrl.hmdlnnnd In the cooler night temperstures where you ean stay in Lents on the
though t Dinner involves s Thai dish Inkes edge (we only went for a duy
hhlﬂﬂi&lhnufphmﬂhrlh buffot and a dance performance by isit, ms Uhe deep wator makes it
sevnery wnd nabure nlomne. girks fromm Lhe loeal school, Lo which — ansalie for young children), snd are
Timestone peaks of 900 metres we're Invited Lo make & small rewarded by the sight of a colamy of
surround the camp, exposed flanks  fimancial contribution.
contrasting with tumbling One of the highlights of a trip to
rainforest vegetation, Elephant Hills doesn’t ivolve The !rip is

Over broakfast, we watchinmwe  pachyderms but a dy tripto worth it for the
as the morning mist reveals Cheow Larn lake, a man-made
shifting outlinesof the cliff,and reservoir The lake was formed and
marvel st a giant Atlas moth when a large area of virgin
landing ona paim frond. Later,onn  rainforest teeming with wildlife nature alone.
guided canoe trip down therapids  including tigers and elephants was
ofthe Sok river, we spot amonitor  flooded to ereate Ratchaprapha dusky langur monkeys swinging
liard, mangrove snake and dam, making 100 tiny i The d crashing through bamk
kingfirher. effort of thee lismestane: penks Dunning lifijckels, we kyak

Accommodation st thecampin julbing out of Lhe ernerald inko is trvromagrh Uhe chanmeds in o light mist
In tents modelied on those of an otherworldly and spectacular, of rain, looking out for hornbills
African safari Theyarelargeand  similar to Guilin in China. and sea caglos.
comfortable, the linen is changed We take a long-tailed boat to The day tripincludes astopal a

daily - und we all shoep like babios
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market, sn unexpected treat.
There are immaculate rows of Thai
eggplant, ruby-red guavas and
sl bwesme, Pl piggs” heads,
turmeric root and tiny heads of
gariic, chicken feet, jellied eggsand
- yos - Insects, ready to be crirped.
‘We buy coconut pancales and

nibbile on longan fruit, which is like

money for the week in Thai baht,
buys a statue of King Rama V from
un amulet trader, while iy son is
thrilled to got his first pair of
locally made thongs.

That night, in our tend, my
daugghter finds a liny frog poised on
her pillow, the way one might find n
complimentary mint. Theatrics
ensue as we Lry to calch it and,
ultimately, fall mslecp wondering

Samul Including return transfars.
ona night accommedation in

# In Khao Sok nalional park offers close encounters, comfortable, catered camping. canoeing and spectacular scenery. Photos Danielio Teutsch, Aamy

where its going to resurfisce. But it
nover does.

The final day of our slay isa
Jungie trek, nn hours hike Uhrough
the rminforest near the camp to
ndmire rattan palms, giant figs,
bamboo znd cul rubber trees with
milky latex sap dripping down the
trunk, ready for collection.

We stop at a but and waich hmch
being prepared. A coconut is spiit
and the flesh grated and squeezed
tomake a fragrent soup, while pork
marinated in turmeric, garlic and
lemongrass is cooked over a flame.
With tired muscles and the sound
of the jungle around us, we devour
I 1% the bosd Thai meal Pve calen
Inmy life. T

The writer wor a guest of Holiday
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